178 SURVEY OF PRODUCTION

obtained in 1935. The percentage gain of 12-1 in manufacturing production was
slightly greater than in agriculture, the net value in 1936 being $1,230,600,000
against $1,150,000,000 in the preceding year, Foresiry production, including woods
operations, sawmilling, and pulp and paper, recorded a gain of no less than 16-8 p.c.,
export marketing being particularly active. Newsprint production reached a new
high level. Fisheries showed an encouraging advance of 13 p.c. in value, the near
record cateh in British Columbia and improved export and price factors indicating
considerable betterment. Electric power continued its steady upward trend gaining
6-7 p.c. in net value over 1935,

The construction industry showed further revival in 1936, private operations
more than counterbalancing the decline in governmental contracts. A net increase
in value of $15,000,000 or 12-4 p.c. was registered.

A detailed study of some 15 groups under the heading of custom and repair
established this industry on a somewhat higher basis than formerly. The net value
of custom and repair work in 1936 was placed at $97,300,000, a gain of 6-1 p.c. over
the preceding year,

Comparing the growth of primary and secondary industries, it is observed that
the primary group registered a net advance of 14-1 p.c. in 1938 over 1935, compared
with a net increase of 11-7 p.c. for secondary production in the same comparison,
This divergence was due to the greater rise in the priees of primary materials. The
official price index of producers’ goods reached 72-4 in 1936, compared with 69-6 in
1935, whereas the index of consumers’ goods advanced to only 74-7 from 73.6,
indicating & close approach to a price parity between the two great branches of the
national economy.
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